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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

In accordance with the provisions of the Charter, theCouncil have now the pleasure of presenting to the Societytheir Twenty-seventh Annual Report.

I. GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT.

1. Fexrows anp AnnvuAL Sunscripers.
The number of Fellows, Fellows Elect, and AnnualSubscribers at the present time amounts to 1756. Ofthese there are

Compounders, paying £20 . . . . . 268
Ditto diftoe£80) Pree.) ees 216

Paying annual contributions of £2. . . 402
Ditto ditto £3... 649

Dormant oats fo encanta er yeniae
Admission Feesunpaid . . . . , . 91

Ditto remitted: <0 2 cans 5Annual Subscribers, paying £3. | | | 51

1756
Ofthese, 88 have been elected since the last Anniver-sary.
The number of deaths during the same period has

been 45.
‘The numberof resignations has been 23.
The numberof Candidatesis 14.
The total number of Fellows has been increased by 20.

2. FINANcEs.

a. Income.
The Incomeof 1855, although considerably below thatof the preceding year, exceeded £14,000, and must there-fore be regarded ‘a very favourable increase upon the ave-

Az 
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rage of the last 18 years (excluding 1851); particularly if
due allowance is made for the adverse circumstances of
the weather during the earlier months, and the compara-
tive paucity ofvisitors to Londonthroughout the whole
season.
The actual decrease, as compared with 1854, was £2812

17s., of which £23453s. 6d. is to be accounted for by the
diminution of the receipts for public admission to the
Gardens.
That this reduction is not however of a permanentcha-

racter, northeresult either of declining interest on the
part ofthe Public, or of deterioration inthe attractions of
the Establishment,—is satisfactorily shown by the fact
that, during the last five months, the decrease was only
£496 17s. 6d., so that four-fifths ofthe whole loss occurred
in the first half of the year, andis mainlyattributable to
the state of the weather at the Easter and Whitsuntide
Holidays.
That other Institutions have suffered, at least in an

equal degree, is demonstrated by the recent returns laid

before Parliament of the numberofvisitors to the British

Museum,whereit must be borne in mindthat the whole

ofthe admissions are without payment.

British Musew Zoological Gardens.

459,262 407,676

334,089 315,01

The total amount received under the head of Garden

‘Admissions was £8453 16s., and has only been exceeded

in eight years out of the twenty-eight which haveelapsed

since the foundation of the Menagerie.

The Subscriptions present an increase upon the average

of the last eight years, andthe existing numberofFellows,

together with the Candidates already proposed for admis-

sion, guarantee a maintenance of this improvement.

The Admissions and Compositions present a decrease as

compared with 1854, in w hich year an unusual number of

Fellows were added to the Society; but the receipt of

£310 for Admission Fees, and £430 for Compositions, 



3

exceed the average of the last 14 years by upwards of 50
per cent.
hel Garden SalesoF duplicate animals principally bred
in the Establishment, have fully maintained the import-
ance attributed to them in the Report of 1851, haying
amounted to £1036 5s. 4d.; and there is no doubt that
during the current year a scarcely less profitable result
will be obtained from the accumulating riches of the Col-
lection, whichit is absolutely necessary to restrain bythis
means, within certain limits, prescribed bythe extent of
the Society’s accommodation on the one hand, and by the
amountofits expenditure on the other.

6, Expenditure.

The Exprnpirureincurred, and belonging to the year
1855, was £14,248 10s. 5d.,

a

result as nearly balanced by
the Income as possible,—the apparent excess being only
£159 15s. 8d.
The Council haying foreseen at an early period of the

year that the Income of 1855 would be deficient, deter-
mined on a scale of expenditure which has been adhered
to as closely as the very high price of provisions and other
contingencies would permit. And they havethe pleasure
ofreporting, that by the course they thus adopted, invol-
ving the temporarydiscontinuance of New Buildings,—
which will not be proceeded with until the funded pro-
perty has beenincreased to £5000,—they have succeeded
in effecting a reduction of £4306 16s. Gd. in the gross
outlay for the year, as compared with that which imme-
diately precededit.
As the Income was undoubtedly diminished by causes

which have now, it is hoped, passedentirely away, and as
the expenditure of1855 has provedsufficient for the main-
tenance and preservation of the Society’s property in a
mosteffective state, there seems every reason to believe
that at the expiration of the current year a much morefa-
vourable comparison will be presented.
The Exrraorpinary Expenpirure paid in 1855,

which represents; however, rather an investment than ex-
penditure properly so called, scarcely exceeded £600, and
was entirely restricted to the works and improvements
executed in 1854, 



The Orpinary Expenpirure may be divided into

six principal heads :—
1. The Expenditure for the PurcHAsE AND CaRrRIaGE

or An1mALs amountedonly to £686 17s. 1d., a sum which

would have been inadequate to the reparation of the ordi-

nary losses by death had not the Menagerie been unusually

free from disease, and the animals gencrally in very first-

rate condition,resulting from the improved accommodation

whichhas beengradually addedin the last sevenyears.
While limiting the expenditureto this low amount, the

Council have omitted no opportunity of adding such ob-

jects of newinterest as were offered to them ; and in the

‘List of Animals exhibited for thefirst time somevery re-

markable types will be enumerated.
2. The Provisions amounted to £3858 11s. 11d., re-

duction inthis division having been foundto be impracti-

cable during the continuance of the unprecedently high

prices which haveexistedthroughout, the year.
3, The IncrpENTAL MENAGERIE EXPENSES amounted

to £1424 13s. 2d., any reduction in this division having

beenprecludedby the great extent of the Collection, and

the advanced price of Coal, Straw, and other necessaries.

4. The Repairs, PAINTING AND OTHER Expenses of

conservation amounted to £1607 19s. 7d., previous expen=

diture on this account having brought the Society’s pro

perty into a sufficiently good state to atimit of a saving of

upwards of £1700 on this head, as was anticipated in the

last Report of the Council.
5. The Expenpivure in the Garpener’s Depart-

aunt amounted to £565 10s., presenting a reduction of

£995 lis. 11d. on the previous year, which waseffected

by a diminution of the sums paid for labour and for the

purchaseofplants.
6. The Pusxicationsof the Society have created an

* unusual amount of Expenditure, in consequence of their

having been brought up to the latest possible date. ‘The

sum of £9367s. 1d. haseffected this object, in accordance

withthe desire of the Fellows expressed at the last Anni-

yersary. ‘This extraordinary demand on the Finances of

the Society will not of course recur, and the expenditure

of the present year under this head will return to its

ordinary limit. 
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c. Assets and Liabilities.

The Casu Assets of the Society on the 31st of De-
cember 1855 amounted to—
Money at Bankers . . . . - - + + £314
Cost of £3000 Red..3 per Cents. . . . £2635
Subscriptions, 1855... . . - +

+

+» £187
a previous years .

.

. . . £262
Tyory Fickets < ecish = oy snshents cardiO
Transactions, sold . . . .

-

» + +, £20
Proceedings +... +4(} «imi sneedueumev aor sels SUL
Garden Sales . . . - - CMe
Museum Sales... - +

-

+ + + £500
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£4058

The Liabilities amounted at the samepe-

HOd Oa cose Ga) Gamitan eh be wepeeiee eeeome,

oo

Leavingin favourof the Society a balance of £1064 9 8

exclusive of their valuable Stock, Buildings and General
Equipmentof the Establishment in the Regent’s Park.

Il. PUBLICATIONS.

During the last twelvemonths Four Volumes of the

Illustrated Proceedings have been issued, and that for

1855 is in preparation for delivery at an early date.

Ill. LIBRARY.

The usual exchanges with Foreign and other Scientific
Societies have continued theserial works already in the
Library, and similar communications have been opened
with several Societies on the continent not hitherto in
correspondence.
The series of Drawings from subjects in the Vivarium

has been continued, by Mr. Wolf, and the following sub-
jects have been added :—

1. Hippopotamus amphibius.
2. Cervus humilis.
3. Falco islandicus.
4. Galloperdie lunulosa.

5. Cerastes, n. s. 



The principal Donationsto the Library since the last
Anniversary consist of Transactions and Proceedings from

The Royal Society.
The Linnean Society of London.
The Entomological Society of London.
The Horticultural Society of London.
The Literary and Philosophical Society of Liverpool.
The Royal Society of Edinburgh.
The Royal Irish Academyof Dublin.
The American Academyof Arts and Sciences of Boston.
The Academyof Sciences of New Orleans.
The American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia.

The Academyof Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.
The Natural History Society of Boston.
The Royal Society of Van Diemen’s Land.
The Royal AcademyofSciences of Paris.
The Imperial AcademyofSciences of Vienna.
The Royal AcademyofSciencesofBerlin.
The University of Basle.

The Society of Arts and Sciences of Batavia.
The Imperial AcademyofNaturalists of Breslau.

The Royal AcademyofSciences of Amsterdam.
The Royal AcademyofSciences of Madrid.
The Royal Society of Sciences of Gittingen.
The Royal AcademyofSciences of Stockholm.
The Physical and Medical Society of Wurtzburg.
Mémoires, Journals, Annals, and Reports have also been

received from

The British Association for the Advancementof Science.

The LinneanSociety of London.

The Royal Geographical Society of London.
The Royal Agricultural Society of England.
The Geological Society of London.
The Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain andIreland.

The Society of Arts.
The Royal Institution of Great Britain.

‘The Photographic Society.
The Art-Union of London.
TheStatistical Society of London.

The Geological Society of Dublin.

The Asiatic Society of Bengal.
The Franklin Institute.
The Universityof the State of NewYork. 
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The Smithsonian Institution of Washington.
The Museum of Natural History of Paris.
The Imperial Society of Natural Sciences of Cherbourg.
The Royal Academyof Sciences of Turin.
The Society of Natural Sciences of the Cantonof Vaud.
The Royal Academyof Sciences of Belgium.
The Imperial Society of Naturalists of Moscow.
The Imperial Academy of Copenhagen.

Donationshavealso been received from His Royal High-
ness the Prince Albert, K.G.; H.I. H. the Prince Charles
Lucien Bonaparte, For. Mem. ; M. Guérin-Méneville,Corr.
Mem.; Dr. L. I. Fitzinger; Dr. P. Bleeker; Sig. I. I.
Bianconi; M. Hollard; M. F. J. Pictet; Professor L.
Agassiz, For. Mem.; Prof. Budge of Bonn; Dr. Ludwig
K. Schmarda; Isaac Lea, LL.D., Corr. Mem.; Colonel
Sir Proby T, Cautley, K.C.B., F.Z.S. Rowland Hill, Bsq.,
Secretary to the Post Office, F.Z.S. ; L. L. Dillwyn, Esq.,
M.P., F.ZS.; Dr. Crisp, F.Z.S.; Philip Kiernan, Esq.,
F.ZS.; Arthur Russell, Esq., F.Z.S.; R. J. Shuttleworth,
Esq., F.Z.S.; Samuel Dickson, M.D.; the Editor of the
Athenaum Journal; the Editor ofthe Literary Gazette ;
the Editorofthe Zoologist; the Editor of the Pharmaceu-
tical Journal ; the Editor ofthe Agricultural Magazine.

IV. MUSEUM.

Having been long impressed with the conviction that
the remarkable development of the Natural History De-
partment in the British Museum has for some years past
entirely superseded the necessity of maintaining a second
Zoological Museum in London, the Council has latterly
reduced the expenditure on the Society’s Museum toits
conservation only, without any addition being madeto the
imperfect series of species containedinit.

‘Taking these circumstances into consideration, together
with the entire inadequacy of the Building at the Gardens
for a generalcollection, as weli as the entire inexpediency
of incurring any further expenditure for an object which
is so effectually carried out in the National Collection,
the Council determined during the year which haspast to
dispose of a portion of the contents of the Museum as
favourable opportunities occurof obtaining fair value for
the specimens. 



‘The National Collection having the strongest claim,in
everyrespect,to the assistancewhich the Society’s collection
was capable of affording towardsits completion, the Coun-
cil felt that thefirst step to be taken was to transfer to the
Trusteesof the British Museumthe wholeofthe types of
species described in the Society’s publications, in order
that they maybethere preserved duringthe longestpossible
period for the purposeofreference andidentification.
The Trustees having accepted the collection of types

on this understanding, the Council trust that they have
carried out in the most effective mannertheintentions of
the Collectors and Donorsof these interesting and import-
antobjects.

Having thus provided for the safety of these historic
types, the Council entered into a negotiation with the
‘Trustees of the British Museum for the transfer of such
other portions of the collection bysale as were desirable
for the purpose offilling up desiderata in the National
Museum. ‘Theseries so selected by the Keeper of the
Zoological Department was accepted by the ‘Trustees at
anagreedprice of £500.

‘The Council have effected similar sales to the Boards
of Direction in Her Majesty’s Colleges at Galway and
Cork to the extent of £700,in additionto the sum received
from the Trustees of the British Museum; besides smaller
sales to several Provincial and other Museums, by which
they consider the study of Zoological science will be bene-
ficially extended.

In thus disposing of the Society’s Collection, the Council
have notlost sight ofits scientific utility ; and they be-
lieve that in the plan which they have adopted, the objects
of which it is composed will be made much more gene-
rallyavailable for the advancementofscience, than if they
had beenretained in the Society’s establishment.

V. GARDEN ESTABLISHMENT.

a. Works AND Repairs.

The Works and Repairs have been limited during the

past year to those only which were absolutely necessary

io prevent the dilapidation of the Society’s property, or
injury to the health of the animals. 



il

They include a mostuseful addition to the north side of
the Carnivora Terrace, whichhaseffectually protected the
animals confined there from the inclemency of the weather,
insomuchthat not a single instance of death has occurred
amongthat section of the Menagerie. This has been ac-
complished at a cost of less than £100.

b. Menacerie.

The general health of the Menagerie has been most
satisfactory, and, with the exception of the death of the
large female Elephant, the losses have been unprecedently
small.

It should be remarked that the death of the Elephant,
from the influence of a thunder-storm,was the result of a
cause against which no precaution could have been exerted
on the part of the Establishment, and must be regarded as
one of those unforeseen contingencies which noskill can
avert in so extensive a property as that ofthe Society,
whichat the present time includesno less than

175 species of Mammalia.
372 > Birds.
4] =p Reptiles.
27 5 Fish,

In all 615 species of vertebrate animals, represented by
1248 individual specimens, exclusive of a very large col-
lection of Zoophytes, Annelides, and other of the Inverte-
brate Types, of which it is almost impossible to present an
accurate return.
The Council have to record, as in former years, a long

list of Donations, remarkable not only as objects ofintrin-

sic worth, but as evidenceof the continuedinterest taken
by the Donors in the adyancement and welfare of the
Society.

Amongthese valuedgifts are particularly to be noticed
a fine pair of Nylghau Antilopes from India, and a very
prolific earless variety of the Domestic Sheep from Shang-
hai, presented by His Royal Highness Prince Albert ; and
a collection of animals, chiefly Carnivora, presented by
His Majesty the King of Portugal.
Amongthe animals bred in the Menagerie, the ELanps,

as anticipated in the last Report, take the most conspicu-
ous place; and the Council have greatsatisfaction in stating
that they have recently disposed of the first draft of the 
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young stock, consisting of a male calved in 1853 and two
females, to the Viscount Hill, whose intentionit is to con-
tinue under the most favourable circumstances in his Park

at Hawkstone the experimentalacclimatationof this noble

Antilope, which has hitherto madeso rapid a progress in

the Society’s Establishment.
Althoughthe past year has presented unusually few op-

portunities of obtaining additions to the Menagerie, several

interesting species have been replaced in it, among which
a male Thylacine, recently purchased, is the most remark-

able; this animal being the third only which has ever

reached Europein

a

living state; while the rapid diminu-

tionofits numbers in Tasmania renders its future acqui-

sition every yearless andless probable.
‘Amongthe forms absolutely newto the Collection, the

mostinteresting in a seientific pointof view,as well as the
most recent addition, is the large Frugivorous Bat of

India, Pteropus edulis, of which three specimens have

been brought homefor the Society by the assiduity and

perseverance of Capt. Nesbit.
The arrival of the Goojerat Lions in 1854, for which

the Society was indebted to the influence ofSir Erskine

Perry and Col. Jacob with His Highness the Rajah of
Janaghar, furnishedfor thefirst time a typeof the Asiatic

variety or species concerning the distinctness of which

some doubts had up to that time existed.
In the present year the Society has acquired, through

the munificence of Mr. Alderman Finnis,a pair of Lions

from Mesopotamia, which are extremelyinteresting as a

furtherillustration of the modifications produced by the

geographic range of this animal; and their progress to
maturity will notfail to attract the attentionit deserves.

The present state and extent of the CoLLEcrion OF

Carnrvora the Council believe to be unprecedented in

ellenze, recruited asit has been by this unique impor-

tation from a country whence previous accessions have

beenso limited.

The Aavanrum has continued to afford the greatest
gratification to Visitors; and extended experience in its
Managementwill soon, it is hoped, obviate some of the
difficulties which have hitherto interfered with theperfect
exhibition ofthe animals which inhabit sea-water.
Many newspecies have been addedto the series, and 
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many of those which were placed in the Aquarium at an
earlier period have reproduced, and thus afford an oppor-
tunity of studying these beautiful forms in every stage of
their existence.
The vast number of new species of Vertebrata which

have been added to the Menagerie within the last seven
years, renders future additions of this kind more and more
difficult ; and, on the present occasion, the Council have
therefore reason to besatisfied with the following

List or VERTEBRATE ANIMALS EXHIBITED FOR THE FIRST
TIME BETWEEN APRiL 29, 1855, anp Apri29, 1856.

MAMMALIA.

Genet. Genetta ?

Genet. Genetta ?

Flying Fox. Péeropus edulis.
‘Assyrian Wild Ass. Equus hemippus. Sy’
True Gazelle. Gazella vera. W.Africa.
Mountain Hare. Lepus variabilis. Scotland.
Rat-like Capromys.  Plagiodonta adium. Jamaica.

BIRDS.

Senegal Owl. Surnia choucou. W.Africa,
Lanner Falcon. Falco lanarius. Syria.
Bulbul. Pycnonotus leucotis. W.India?
Glossy Thrush. Juida ——? W.Africa,
Siberian Jay. Garrulus infaustus. Russi
Red-masked Conurus. Conurus rubrilarvatus. Chil
Swainson’s Thinocorus. Thinocorus Swainsoni. Chili.
Black and white Swan-Goose. Anseranas melanoleuca.

Australia.

REPTILES.

Painted Emys. Emys picta. N. America.
‘Australian Chelodina,

—

Chelodina oblonga. Australia.
Cerastes. C. n West Afri

Snake. Coluber ——? Unknown.  



List or ANIMALS BRED IN THE GARDENS oF THE ZooLO-

GicaL Society or Lonpon, rRoM THE 297TH oF APRIL

1855 ro THE 297H oF Aprit 1856.

MAMMALIA.

No.of Animals Nameof Animal.
Born.

.. Giraffe.
|. Blands.
.. Leucoryx.

» Philantomba Antilope.
". Sambur Deer.
.. Wapiti Deer.
.. Rusa Deer.

. Axis Deer.
Alpaca.
Llama.
Shanghai, or Earless, Sheep.
Wolves.
Barbary Mice.
Galago Maholi.

+ Rhesus Monkeys.

ee
Dis

ee
1s
5
i
Ras
1
1

1
2
8
3
4
2.

BIRDS.

. . + Cereopsis Geese.
|} Sandwich Island Geese.
|| Hybrid, between Mountain Goose and

RuddyShieldrake.
. Call Ducks.
Summer Ducks.
Dusky Ducks.
Shovellers.

_. Gadwalls.
‘ Bahama Ducks.
; CommonTeal.
} Cross-bred Tufted Ducks,
| Ring-necked Pheasants.
. Red-legged Partridges.
* Crowned Pigeon.
. Crested Pigeons. 
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.. Zenaida Doves.
. Hybrids, between the Stock Dove and

the Naked-eyed Dove.
. Turquoisine Parrakeets.

REPTILES.

. Yellow Snakes.

List or Donors To THE MenaceRrte.

His RoyaHicuness tHe Prince Avpert,K.G., President.
‘A Pair of Nylghaus, Sie

Shanghai Sheep.
His Masesty tHe Kineor Porrveat, F.Z.8.

An Ocelot, an African Civet,
Two Capuchin Monkeys, a
Sooty Monkey, a Boa Con-
strictor.

The Viscount Ranelagh. Thirty-six Young Salmon.

Rear-Admiral Eaden. One Hawkbill Turtle.

Lady Sarah Spencer. One Yellow-winged Parrakeet.

Sir Roderick Murchison, F.R.S., F.Z.S.
One Ring-necked Parrakeet.

Mr. Alderman Finnis. A Pair of Young Lions.
Frederic Somes, Esq. One Leopard.
Burckhardt Barker, Esq. A Wild Ass, a Falcon.
W.Smith, Esq. Two Black Bears, Three Silver

Foxes, Two Red Foxes, Three
Virginian Eagle Owls, One
American Robin, Two Golden
Eagles.

Henry Brown, Esq. One Philantomba Antilope.
— Bosch, Esq., of Java. One Young Leopard, One Bin-

turong.
Mrs. J. H. Vivian. One Guanaco.
W.Thompson,Esq. One Great Kangaroo, young.
Lieutenant Abbott,75th Regt. One Cashmere Goat, male.
Mrs. Samuel Rawson. One Binturong.
B. Bolton Barton, Esq. One Tiger, young.
Charles Brownell, Esq. One Guanaco.
T. Allingham, Jun., Esq. Onecross-bred Cashmere Goat. 
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John Wolley,Jun., Esq., F.Z.S.

Benjamin Lancaster, Esq., F.Z.8

J. B. Heath, Esq., F.Z.S.
Mrs. Pett.
Philip Roberts, Esq.
Professor Wilson.
Captain R. Scott
G. Nightingale, Esq.
Captain Woolcott.
Mr. Bishop.
G. Lowdell, Esq.
Mrs. Lodge.
Vernon Abbott, Esq., F.Z.S.

R. Stennett, Esq.
Miss Franci:

y Daws.

Mr. Gibbs.
Mr. Hemsley.
Charles Adamson, Bbsg
N. B. Herbert, Usq.
William Clark, Esq.
Mrs. Wallace.
Mr. Tappins.
Mr. J. Devnal.
Captain Dowden.
Miss Ogden.
Mrs. Jackson.
John Mitchell, Esq.
Edmund Pace, Esq.
Mrs. Young.
Tames Sedge

Five Scotch Hares, One Willow
Grouse, Four Siberian Jays.

OnePersianCat.
One Esquimaux Dog.
Three Barbary Mice.
One Common Hare.
One Raccoon.
One Malabar Squirrel.
One Lime Mastiff Puppy.
One Brown Coati-Mondi.
One Raccoon.
One Brown Coati-Mondi.
One Ichneumon.
One Grey Ichneumon.
One Martin Cat.
One Macaque Monkey.
One Rhesus Monkey.
One Macaque Monkey.
One Vervet Monkey.
One Lunulated Monkey.
One Patas Monkey.
One Green Monkey.
One Barbary Ape.
One Bonneted Monkey.
Two Macaque Monkeys.
One Mona Monkey.
One Bonneted Monkey.
One Vervet Monkey.
One Mona Monkey.
One Macaque Monkey.
One Barbary Ape.
One Macaque Monkey.
One Capuchin Monkey.
One Jelerang Squirrel.

Colonel Harding, Bommendeant at Balaklava.

JohnLee, Esq.
Mrs. Bates.

Richard Tress, Bsq., F.Z.S.

One Griffon Vulture, captured
onthecoast near St.George’s
Monastery,in the Crimea.

One Ring-necked Parrakect.
One Great Sulphur - crested

Cockatoo.
One Alewandrian

One Pike.

Parrakeet, 



Robert Sutton, Bsq., F.Z.S.

Mr. O’Connor.
Miss Julia Fox.
Mrs. Foakes.
Richard Emery, Esq.
Mrs. S. C. Hall.
Mrs. Jones.
F. Bond, Esq., F.Z.8.

Hon. T. L. Powys, F.Z.S.

JohnC. Kent, Esq.
Mr.Davis.
W. Wood, Esq.
Mrs. Abbott.
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One Lesser
Cockatoo.

One Grey Parrot.
One Citron-crested Cockatoo.
Four Clapperton Francolins.
Two Ortolan Buntings.
One Bulbul.
One Common Quail.
Two Long-eared Owls (young),
Two Collared Turtle Doves.

Two Common Buzzards, Two
Common Herons, Two Long-
eared Owls.

One Cuckoo.
One Raven.
One Vulpine Phalanger.
Two Dominican Cardinals.
Three Australian Barred Doves,
Two Stone Curlews,

Sulphur-crested

. One Goshawk.
William deer neeeVS,
Dr. Spencer.
Mrs. Statham.
JohnTaylor, Esq.
J. Whitehead, Esq.

Captain Benson
AlbertSmith,Esq.,F.Z.8.

Henry Moul, Esq./F.Z.S.
Auguste Vera, Esq.
W. Ayshford Sandford, Esq.

— Newcombe, Esq.
Miss Allen.
J. Shorto, Esq.

Two Little Owls.
One Barn Owl.
One Whimbrel.
One Vulpine Phalanger.
TwoLittle Bitterns, One Cross

Bill, One Twite.
One Great-eared Eagle Owl.
One Young Herring Gull, Five
Common Carp.

One Herring Gull.
One Pied Blackbird.
One Golden Paradoxure, One
Australian Water Tortoise.

Two Common Herons.
One Land Tortoise.
Ten Land Tortoises.

C. H. Strutt, Acca, SopMagistrate at Berbice.

Thomas Devereux, Esq.

Charles Darwin, Esq., ¥.Z.S.
W.H. Smith, Esq.
G. B. Mickleird, Esq.

Eight Land Tortoises, One
Anaconda Boa.

One Hawkbill Turtle.
One Land Tortoise.
One Radiated Tortoise.
One Hawkbill Turtle.

B 
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L.H.Cumberbatch, Esq. An Otter.
F. Green, Esq. One Rock Snake.

J. M. Macey, Esq. One Horned Cerastes.

Dr. Bowerbank, of Jamaica. Five Yellow Snakes (old), Thirteen
do. do. (young), Three Capromys.

©.D. Tweedy, Esq. Three Endormenes Snakes.
Captain Rolt. Two Alligators.
J.P. Gassiot, Jun., Esq. Tree Ocellated Lizards.
H. B. Bingham, Esq. Siz Ocellated Lizards.

Mrs. Edmonds. One Water Tortoise.

Mr. Briggs. One Smelt.
Robert M‘Andrew, Esq., F.2Z.S. Two Gulls, Ten Holothurias,

Three Pes Pelicani, Two Aleyo-

niums.
. Seven Snails.

  

 

 

Dr. Gray, F.R.S., F.Z.
F. Buckland, Esq. Forty-sie Water Lizards.
Mrs. Olive. Two Starfish, Three Actinias.
— Forster, Esq. Three Medusa.

Mr.Jennings. A Collection of Marine Animals.

Mrs. John Buller. Two Slow Worms.
Dr. Budd. One Holothuria.
Lieut. Townshend (2nd Life Guards).

Two Hair Worms (Gordius aquaticus).
John Goddard, Esq. Ten Antheas, Four Hermit Crabs,

and other Marine Animals.
F. Bond, Esq., F.Z.8. Seven Snails.
J.S8.Bowerbank, Esq., F.Z.S. Freshwater Plants.
E. W. A. Holdsworth, Esq., F.2.S

Three Actinia crassicornis, Six Ac-
tinias, One Anthus cereus, One
Eolis papillosa, Four Madrepores,
Nine Water Lizards, Four Cross

 

  

Bills.
Mr.Rich. Actinias andShell Fish.
Professor Owen, V.P.Z.S. One Common Carp.
P. H. Gosse, Esq. Ten Mairepores, Four Actinias.
Miss M. Jones. Thirty-sia Actinias.
J.8.Gaskoin, Esq.,F.2.8. One Medusa,
Mr. J. Ward. One Crab, and Ten Oysters attached.
George Bowles, Jun.,Hsq. Three Actinias.
Dr.Frere, F.Z.8. Freshwater Snails.
W.C. Atkinson, Esq., Ann. Sub. Z.S.

Nine Freshwater Mussels.
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Mr. Lloyd. Five Prussian Carp, Three Pike,

Three Dace, Two Bream, One
Perch, Two Sea Mice, Three
Ascidians.

George Nevile,Esq.,F.Z.8. Eleven Burbots.

Conclusion,

Inconcludingtheir Report, the Council desire to express
their cordial thanks to the Commirrzes or Avprr, Fi-
NANCE, AND Pusuicarion,for the valuable cooperation
they have given in the several branches of the business of
the Society to whichtheir labours have been applied.

In reviewing the events of the past year, and the pro-
bable prospects of the present, the Council have to con-
gratulate the Society on the numerous additions which
have already been made to the numberof Fellows, the
increase of Visitors to the Gardens, and the extremely
effective state of the Garden Establishment, in which there
certainly was neverat any time a more varied, more valu-
able, or more beautiful collection exhibited than in the
current year.
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AUDITORS OF THE ACCOUNTS,

Appointed January 3, 1856,

Tue Committee of Auditors having carefully examined theAccounts of the Society for the year ending December 31,1855, and having inspectedall the Books and seen Vouchersfor all the Payments, as ordered by the Council, now begto lay before the Society the following Abstract of such Ac-counts, together with a Statement of the Assets and Lia-bilities of the Society, and a Report thereon.
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The Committee, in presenting their Report to the Society,
havethegratification of observing, that notwithstanding the
high price ofprovisions, a great decrease of Expenditure has
beeneffected since the last Anniversary, amounting to no less
than £4306 16s. 6d., as compared with the year 1854, and to
about the same amount as compared with the average of the
last four years.
Your Committee trust that the same system of economy

maybe successfully continued, without in any way impairing
the usefulness and efficiency of the Institution, and thus en-
able the Council to bring the Expenditure once more within
the compass of the Receipts, which, during the past financial
year, has not, theyregret to observe, been entirely the case ;
as the Expenditure incurred exceededthe Receipts by the sum
of £159 15s. 8d.

The Income, as compared with the very favourable year
1854, exhibits a decrease of £2812 17s. Od. Theprincipal
items being—

Admission Fees . . . . . . £280
Compositions . . . . . . - £470
Admissions to Gardens . . . . £2345 3s. 6d.

The Admission Fees and Compositions are, however, equal
to the average of the last seven years; and the Admissions to
the Gardens, even in this reduced state, are rather above
than belowit, if the extraordinary year of 1851 is excepted.

Thefirst impression madebyso large a decrease in the sum
paid for Admissionto the Gardensbythe public, would have
caused some anxiety for the future, had not the Committee
satisfied themselves by tracing the source whencethis loss has
chiefly arisen. They found that nearly the wholeof the defi-
ciency occurredin the earlier months of the year, and must
in a great degree,if notentirely, be attributed to the unfavour-
able state of the weather at the time of the holidays at Easter
and Whitsuntide, the receipts during the summer and au-
tumn monthshaving nearly equalled those of 1854.

Inreference, to the large expense incurred in printing the
Society’s Proceedings (without which the general decrease of
Expenditure would have been considerably more important),
the Committee haveto observe, that this expenditure, amount-
ing to £936 7s.1d., has been necessarily incwrred in conse-
quence of the desire expressed at the last Anniversary that
the publications, whichhad been permitted to fall into arrear,
should be effectively broughtupto the current date. This
has nowbeendone, and the Committee congratulate the Fel-
lows that there is every prospect of the publication of the 
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Proceedings of the Society being conducted with regularity,
and at the usual annual expenditure.

Your Committee find that the Liabilities on the 31st of
Decemberpresentatrifling increase of £111 7s. 6d. There
is an increase of Assets, as compared with the previous year,
of £689 5s.4d., arising principally from the proceeds of the
MuseumSales, which can only, however, be considered as an
extraordinaryandaccidental source.
The arrears of Annual Subscriptions amountto the sum of

£449, notwithstanding the addition to the number of Elec-
tions, which have reached an annual average of noless than
103 in thelast four years.

This steady increase in the numberof Fellows, notwith-
standing numerous deaths and some resignations during the
year 1855, your Committee regard as a subject of much
congratulation, as demonstrating in the most satisfactory
mannerthat general interest in the operations of the Society
continues to be unabated.
The Committee beg, in conclusion, to recommend to the

attention of the Fellows the enlarged statement of the Ac-
counts which accompanies this Report, affording extremely
detailed information onthe various items of Expenditure, and
illustrating the exactness with which the books have been
prepared and submitted to them by the Accountant, Mr.
Leigh, to whom,as on former occasions, the Committee de-
sire to record their acknowledgments.

CLEMENT GEORGE.

JOHN D. SALMON.

SAMUEL OXENHAM.

A. N. SHAW.

WILLIAM MARTYN.

GEORGE BUZZARD.

ROBERT LOW.

11 Hanover Square, March5, 1856. 


